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Chairmanôs Introduction 
 
Welcome to Cumbria Local Access Forumôs Annual Report for 2013/2014. 
 
The major development this year in Cumbria has been the progress on the new coastal trail in Cumbria. On 18 
July 2013, the Secretary of State approved the Coastal Report for the first stretch of England Coast Path in 
Cumbria, from Allonby to Whitehaven. This was the culmination of much work, effort and liaison between the 
Coastal Access team of NE, CCC access team, landowners and the CLAF.  

In April, members heard an overview of some future cycling developments in the county, to promote cycling for 
leisure and for journeys to school, not least to reduce obesity rates. The County cycling officer is working with 
Network Rail to encourage cyclists to Cumbrian stations.  

One of the major jobs for CLAF members has been to respond to the continued applications to fence off areas 
of Open Access and Common land, in order to meet specifications for Higher Level Stewardship grants. In all 
cases members have made site visits, and given advice, which endeavours to balance the needs of farmers 
and commoners, while maintaining access rights, particularly if woodland planting is planned.  

One area of concern has been about the County Councilôs record of dealing with complaints about the state of 
footpaths in Cumbria, triggered by a Ramblers report on óPaths in crisisô. Their report noted that Cumbria 
County Council has the lowest budget per mile of PROW. Cumbria has over 7000 paths to maintain, and is 
only able to process a small number of path orders each year. CLAF members requested disclosure of 
information on public rights of way in Cumbria. The CLAF has the difficult role of attempting to ensure that 
CCC has sufficient funds to maintain its footpath network, while supporting the excellent work done by 
members of the CC Countryside Access Team.  
In July Eve Borrino became the CLAF Secretary, and the CLAF welcomed 3 new County Council members.  

 

 
Charles Ecroyd ï Chairman 
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What is the Cumbria Local Access Forum? 
 
Cumbria Local Access Forum was set up by Cumbria County Council in 2003 under section 94 of the 
Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000. 
 
The Forum is an independent statutory advisory body and advises on the improvement of public access for the 
purposes of open-air recreation and enjoyment of the countryside.  It must be consulted on specified access 
matters, and may also advise on other forms of lawful public access, which might include using land (or a right 
of way) to get to work, school, shops, or local amenities. 
 
The Forum aims to provide strategic advice, taking into account statutory guidance, the needs of landowners 
and access users, and wider conservation, landscape, social, economic and educational factors. 
 
The Forum covers the whole of Cumbria, excluding the Lake District and Yorkshire Dales National Parks. 
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Who is on the Local Access Forum? 

 
The Forum currently has 15 members. They represent: 
(a) owners and occupiers of access land or land crossed by local rights of way, or 
(b) any other interests especially relevant to the authorityôs area, or 
(c) users of the new right of access introduced by Part 1 of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 

(principally walkers) and users of rights of way (walkers, horse riders, cyclists and carriage drivers). 
 
The membership is balanced to avoid dominance by any single interest group or coalition of like interests. It 
includes a cross-section of local interest in the countryside.  The Chairman, Vice Chairman and members, 
other than County Councillors (3), are independent of the County Council. 

 

Name  Areas of Interest  

Elizabeth Barraclough  Walking, Volunteer Ranger, Flora 

Douglas Chalmers  Country Land & Business Association: Regional Policy Director 

Jo Cleary  Sustainable transport: Cycling 

Oliver Coles  Walking; Rural Transport, Green Tourism, Recreation and Health 

Alan Dougherty  Upland land use; Mountaineering, Fell-running, Mountain-Biking 

Charles Ecroyd Chairman  Land Management and Conservation 

Terry Jolley  Walking, Footpath projects, Environment 

Nicholas Lloyd  Natural History, walking & equestrian, Angling 

Jim McQueen Vice-Chairman  Countryside Access and Recreation 

Mike Murgatroyd  Conservation and Recreation; Health; All-ability paths 

Bridget Pickthall  Farming; Walking, Horse-Riding; Heritage; Link-path development 

Sylvia Woodhead  Landscape, Geology, Tourism, Sustainable Transport 

David Young  Walking, Mountain-biking and Driving 

 
 

The Forum also has 3 County Councillors appointed as members by Cumbria County Council: 
Nick Cotton, Elizabeth Mallinson, and John Murphy.  

 
Eve Borrino became CLAF secretary. 
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What Cumbria LAF achieved during the year 
 

Four formal meetings were held, each in a different area of Cumbria: 
 

April 2013     Crofton 

July 2013     Hincaster 

October 2013     Carlisle 

January 2014     Newbiggin 

 
 
Site visits & Presentations 
 

¶ In April 2013, members heard from CCC officer Mark Brierley. He reported on a group of primary 

school children who had met with the council, and explained they wanted to cycle to school. As a result 

money was raised for a new cycleway. A visit was made to the now surfaced path, which links a 

housing estate with schools. The path has been drained and fenced off from grazing livestock. There is 

a special cycle crossing at the main road. 

¶ July 2013 Members walked along a new wheelchair accessible section of the Hincaster Trailway, a 
multi-user track along the route of the former Hincaster to Arnside Railway. The route has been 
developed by CLAF member Bridget Pickthall. 
 

¶ October 2013 CLAF members walked along a section of Hadrianôs Wall at Grinsdale, west of Carlisle, 
along the River Eden, to look at the standards expected of a National Trail, which also needs to meet 
the requirements of a route along a Scheduled Ancient Monument, and to deal with river erosion. 
Members also saw a footpath link to cross over the new Carlisle Northern Relief Road Eden Bridge.  

 

¶ January 2014 At an indoor meeting at Newbiggin, Andy Sims outlined the history of the Definitive Map, 
how the Legal Order works, progress in making an electronic version Definitive Map, and possible 
effects of the Draft Deregulation Bill on public access. Sylvia Woodhead, a CLAF member, sketched 
experiences in responding to applications to change public rights of way. Discussions led to improved 
feedback between the CC Countryside Access Team and the CLAF relating to footpath orders. 
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CLAF achievements:  

¶ Responded to a range of national and local consultations 

¶ Responded to proposed fencing works on open access/ common land, for example at Tebay and The 

Clouds 

¶ Continued to liaise with Natural England over dedication of selected Cumbria NNRs as Open Access 

¶ Responded to Management Plans for Halsenna Moor and Duddon Mosses NNRs 

¶ Continued to vary the location of meetings across Cumbria, to view good practice in improved access 

to the countryside  

¶ CLAF members are contributing more to CLAF working arrangements  

¶ CLAF members continued to attend and represent the CLAF at a variety of meetings 

 
Roles undertaken by CLAF members 
 

¶ Represented CLAF at meetings of the North Pennines AONB Access and Recreation Working Group. 
Members of the Group engaged recently in a productive meeting with the Acting Manager of the 
Moorhouse / Upper Teesdale NNR. 
  

¶ Attended the Pre-Inquiry meeting for the proposed extensions to the Lake District and Yorkshire Dales 
National Parks, and also the full Inquiry in June 2013 
 

¶ Attended meetings on the proposed pedestrian/cycleway across the Arnside viaduct 
 

¶ Attended meetings of the Morecambe Bay Partnership 
 

¶ Conducted surveys on applications for creation, extinguishment and diversions of around a dozen 
footpaths or bridleways in Cumbria. Each case has to be visited and judged on its own merits, and a 
recommendation made on behalf of the CLAF.   
 

¶ Represented the CLAF on CCC Health and Wellbeing Board 
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Cumbria LAF Consultations 
 
¶ The CLAF welcomed the intention of Natural England to seek to make all NNRs in Cumbria Open 

Access areas, and to seek higher level access where appropriate 
 

¶ Crosby Garrett Common fencing- CLAF visit and discussions over fencing an Open Access area. 
Although not fully supporting the case for the fence discussions took place over possible locations for 
the fence and access gates along it.  

 

¶ NE fencing proposals on Stennerkeugh Clouds SSSI, for Ravenstonedale Commoners 
 

¶ Halsenna Moor NNR Management Plan 2014-2019. The reserve already has quite a good PROW 
network. The CLAF supported the Plan and recommended replacement of stiles with gates to aid 
access.  

 

¶ Duddon Mosses NNR Management Plan 2014-2019. CLAF supported the aim to inform visitors of the 
importance of the site, and approved the potential to improve access provision through connections 
with the surrounding PROW network. The CLAF was pleased to read that visitors remain on 
maintained paths and do not disturb wildlife.  

 

¶ Proposed improvement to the access track to Lousy Point, in the National Trust NNR, Sandscale 
Haws. The CLAF  supports National Trust aims to improve public access to the reserve 

 

¶ The CLAF responded to the National Trails Review, and to the Coastal Access Scheme Review 
 

¶ óImproving the policy and legal framework for PROWô 
 

¶ Moorhouse Common fencing proposals: the CLAF generally supports the principle of some woodland 
planting, but urged that these are sensitive to continued access to the important geological sites in the 
area 

 
 
Cumbria LAF Pending Issues 

 

¶ In April 2014 the first stretch of England Coast Path is to be opened. 

¶ The Cumbria LAF will respond to the Report for the route identified by NE for the second stretch of 

Coastal Trail in Cumbria, from Whitehaven to Drigg (from Drigg to Silecroft the National Trail lies in the 

National Park) 

¶ The third stretch of Coastal Trail in Cumbria will be from Allonby to Gretna. The CLAF will work closely 
with NE to define the best route  

 

¶ The CLAF still awaits the Inspectorôs decision on the proposed extensions to both the Lake District and 

Yorkshire Dales National Parks 

¶ Press for continued funding and allocation of staff from CCC for countryside access, recognising the 

difficult competing interests facing the council 

¶ Development, with the Lake District National Park, of a protocol of good practice for woodland/ fencing 

proposals for Open Access/ Common land, ensuring, in particular, that fence removal is part of any 

agreement 
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Contact Details 
 
 

 

 

Cumbria LAF meeting dates, agendas 
and minutes can be found at: 

www.cumbrialaf.org.uk. 
 
The website also provides details of 
members, the Forumôs terms of reference 
and other information.  Please contact the 
Secretary if you require any documents 
or paper. 
Cumbria LAF meetings are advertised on 
the website in advance.  Members of the 
public are welcome and may ask 
questions, make statements or present 
petitions to the Forum, provided these 
reach the Secretary 7 days before a 
meeting.  The Chairman, at his discretion, 
may invite members of the public to 
comment or ask a question during a 
meeting. 

The Cumbria LAF Secretary contact details; 
 
Eve Borrino 
Countryside Access 
Skirsgill Depot,  
Penrith, CA10 2BQ 
T: (01768) 812355 
E: eve.borrino@cumbria.gov.uk 
 

Cumbria LAF is funded by Cumbria County Council 
 
 
 

      


